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overview 
The p+a concept is conceived as a complement to the firm of Penner & Associates Interior Design, to 
be an incubator and showcase for ideas. It combines a retail venue, design studio, and online store. 
The goal is to create environments – physical and virtual – that will encourage innovation and 
informed choices. 
 
The p+a store and Penner & Associates design studio are located in the newly-restored Flack Block, 
home to the Tides Renewal Centre, on the edge of Gastown in Vancouver.  
 
objectives 
A key objective of the store is to create a unique experience for customers and clients, from the 
interior design of the store and studio, to the industrial design of lines for the p+a furniture label, to 
graphic design and branding, to carefully-selected companions.  
 
Launched in 2008, the p+a line of residential and contract furnishings provides solutions for 
sustainable interiors. Incorporating natural, practical and high-aesthetic design elements, p+a builds 
upon the green innovation by designers at Penner & Associates. 
 
p+a furniture aims to create high quality elements that incorporate principles of a simple and clean 
aesthetic, functionality, sustainability and make inherent the idea of buying for a lifetime.  
 
concept 
Store visitors feel a creative vibe as they step into 159 West Hastings. The front retail area features 
p+a furniture elements and carefully-selected companions that share the p+a values and aesthetic. A 
“see+touch+feel” panel of material samples and product cut sheets also awaits the curious. 
Descriptive cards accompany all products, providing details such as the materials and finishes, a 
sustainability scorecard and care instructions to help customers make thoughtful choices – buy less, 
and buy better. The store will also act as a rotating gallery featuring local artists. 
 
The intermediary zone contains the design library. For those who need to see to believe, this area 
provides a variety of lighting conditions and facilitates playing with colours and textures. From here, a 
glazed partition allows a glimpse of the studio and expresses the concept of transparency through 
the design process. 
 
Through this space, p+a aspires to raise the bar for retail environments with sustainable solutions for 
home+work+play. This prototype is the first of several stores/design studios envisioned in major city 
centres over the next 5-7 years. 
 
green initiatives  
p+a’s green initiatives detailed below are organized using the LEED® categories as a guideline – 
Sustainable Sites, Energy & Atmosphere, Water Efficiency, Materials & Resources, Indoor 
Environmental Quality and Innovation & Design Process. 
 
 



 

 

Sustainable Sites 
¥ Development Density and Community Connectivity: building is located within established and 

walkable community 
¥ Alternative Transportation 

. Building is within 400 metres of public bus lines and 800 metres of Skytrain station 

. Provision of bicycle storage and changing rooms 

. No parking provided to building occupants and transit reimbursement offered 
 
Water Efficiency  
¥ Water-efficient plumbing fixtures, faucet and dishdrawer 

. Fluid Wisdom low flow lavatory faucet aerator (1.4 LPM) 

. Grohe Minta dual pull down spray (5.7 LPM) 

. Caroma Walvit Invisi ultra low dual flush toilet (3/4.5 LPF) 
 
Energy & Atmosphere 
¥ HCFC reduction in HVAC&R equipment: heat pump uses a HCFC-free coolant with zero ozone 

depleting potential  
¥ Optimize energy performance 

. direct/indirect T8 linear luminaries 

. LED lighting: u/c lighting; RGB in slot running along demising partition; downlights; door buzzer 

. MR11 and MR16s with AR long-life lamps 

. occupancy sensors in design studio 

. energy efficient HVAC system, zoning and controls 

. EnergyStar-rated eligible equipment and appliances  
 
Materials & Resources 
¥ Storage and Collection of Recyclables: accessible area for collection of recyclables, and dedicated 

containers throughout store and studio 
¥ Modular construction and minimal use of finishes 
¥ Construction Waste Management: diverted more than 75% waste from the landfill 
¥ Resource Reuse 

. Retained and refinished existing Douglas Fir flooring 
¥ Recycled Content 

. Armstrong ceiling tile (70%, mostly post-industrial/pre-consumer) 

. Armstrong suspension system (30%, incl 23% post-consumer) 

. BPB ProRoc gypsum board (25%, incl 17% post-consumer) 

. DIRTT movable wall system glass (20% post-industrial recycled glass) 

. Dinoflex Sport Mat rubber tiles for display modules (100%, mostly post-consumer) 

. Haworth furniture 

. Lynden Greencor Agfiber door (75% post-industrial) 

. Interstyle Icestix glass mosaic wall tile for washroom (100% post-industrial) 

. Medium density fiberboard (incl 100% post-industrial wood fiber) 

. Stainless steel sink (25% post-consumer) 
. Steel studs 
. Fiberglass insulation (25%, incl 20% post-consumer) 
.  

¥ Regional Materials 



 

 

. BPB ProRoc gypsum board raw gypsum from Invermere, BC 
¥ Regionally Manufactured (within 800 km of project) 

. DIRTT movable wall system aluminum components manufactured in Calgary, AB 

. Cash desk manufactured in Calgary, AB 

. Dinoflex Sport Mat tiles manufactured in Salmon Arm, BC 

. BPB ProRoc gypsum board, Interstyle wall tile, Lynden door/frame, DIRTT wall system glazing, 
acrylic shelves and display modules all manufactured in Lower Mainland, BC 

¥ Rapidly Renewable 
. Lynden Greencor Agfiber door (75% post-industrial agfiber) 
. PlybooPure amber endgrain butcher block countertop 

¥ Certified wood (FSC certified) 
.  Edgegrain Larch veneer on cash desk 

 
Indoor Environmental Quality 
¥ Increased outdoor air ventilation rates 
¥ Construction IAQ management implemented during construction 
¥ Low-emitting adhesives, sealants, paints and coatings  

. Sherwin Williams paint products incl Duration Home and ColorAccents 

. Bona Traffic Commercial Satin floor finish 
¥ No added urea formaldehyde 

. PlybooPure countertop  

. Exterior grade plywood utilized as backing, beverage bar backsplash and the display modules 
¥ New systems furniture, seating and movable wall system Greenguard IAQ Certified 

. Haworth Compose workstations 

. Herman Miller Aeron chairs 

. Humanscale Freedom Saddle chair 

. DIRTT movable wall system 
¥ Cascadia natureScreen: non-PVC teleshades  
¥ Controllability of Systems: user-controlled task lighting 
 
Innovation & Design Process 
¥ Green Cleaning 
¥ Education and Outreach 
  


